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1. Introduction

1.1. General framework

The “Latvian National Program for Collection of Fisheries Data, 2008” (hereinafter – the DCP) is prepared in accordance with the rules laid down in the:

•
Council Regulation (EC) No 1543/2000 of 29 June 2000 establishing a Community framework for the collection and management of the data needed to conduct the common fisheries policy;

•
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1639/2001 of  25 July 2001 (hereinafter – the Regulation) establishing the minimum and extended Community programs for the collection of data in the fisheries sector and laying down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) N0 1543/2000;

•
Council Decision of 29 June 2000 on a financial contribution from the Community towards the expenditure incurred by Member States in collecting data, and for financing studies and pilot projects for carrying out the common fisheries policy (2000/439/EC). 

•
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1581/2004 of 27 August 2004 amending Regulation (EC) No 1639/2001 establishing the minimum and extended Community programs for the collection of data in the fisheries sector and laying down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1543/2000. 
The National Program has been prepared according to the Guidelines (version 2005) for the submission of National Program Proposals on the data collection under Commission Regulation (EC) No 1639/2001, as amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No 1581/2004. The year of implementation of the programme and data collected regards 2007, with exception of Module J - Economic data by group of vessels and Module K - Data concerning fish processing industry, in which economic data will be collected for 2006.

In general the approach to data collection will be the same as the years before. The economic data by groups of vessels and concerning fish processing industry will be based as far as possible on the official statistical sources instead of surveys.

1.2. General description of the fisheries
The Latvian fishery is taking place in the Baltic Sea (55% of landings) and in Atlantic NAFO 3M, 3KLMNO, NEAFC (ICES XII) and CECAF FAO 34 areas (45%). The general overview of Latvian fleet fishing activities by geographical areas is given in Table 1.1.  
Baltic Sea: ICES area III b-d (excl. Skagerak)

In 2006 163 Latvian fishing vessels (115 trawlers and 48 gillneters) were operating in the offshore waters in the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga, including 18 vessels operating both in the coastal zone and offshore.

The gillnet fleet was targeting mainly cod with bottom set gillnets and only 9 vessels used also driftnets for salmon fishery. Vessels operated in the ICES SD 22, 24-28, but the majority of the landings were taken in SD 25 and SD 26. 57.3% of Latvian cod catch was taken by bottom gillnets. 

The trawlers fleet was targeting mainly the sprat and herring for human consumption, and the pelagic fishery with single and pair trawls in SD 26 and SD 28 dominated (98% of landings). 
The coastal inshore fishery operated mainly with passive gears (trapnets, poundnets, gillnets, hooks) for herring, salmon, pike-perch, flounder, vimba-bream and perch as well as there were 2.1 tons of eel catch in the coastal area and with Danish seines for flatfishes. There are 728 vessels below 10 m operating in the coastal area of the Baltic Sea. The landings in coastal inshore fishery compose only 3% of all Latvian landings of the Baltic Sea. The Latvian landings (t) by fishing gear in the Baltic Sea in 2006 for Appendix XII and XV species are shown it text table below:
	Species
	Gillneters
	Trawlers
	Polivalent coastal gears

	Cod
	2556  
	1904
	106

	Herring
	
	19823
	1938

	Sprat
	
	54626
	12

	Salmon
	6
	
	5

	Sea trout
	
	
	7

	Flounder
	58
	753
	347

	Turbot
	
	
	5

	Pike-perch
	
	
	9

	Perch
	
	
	84

	Other species
	
	307
	168


Atlantic: NAFO 3M, 3KLMNO

In 2006 the Latvian fleet in the NAFO area operated with 2 vessels, targeting mainly the Pandalid shrimps in areas 3M and 3L, the redfish in area SA. No other species recorded for 2006.The Latvian landings (t) in NAFO area in 2004-2006 by Appendix XII and XV species are shown in text table below:
	Species
	Area
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Pandalid shrimps
	3M
	2984
	2212
	1360

	Greenland halibut
	3KLMNO
	68
	-
	18

	Redfish 
	3M
	3
	48
	250

	Redfish 
	SA (2+1F+3K)
	704
	918
	343

	Pandalid shrimps
	3L
	143
	144
	244


Atlantic: NEAFC (ICES XII)

Latvian fishery in NEAFC area (ICES XII) has been restarted in 2002. There was only one vessel fishing in the NEAFC in the beginning of 2006 with demersal trawl targeting redfish. The Latvian landings (t) in NEAFC (ICES XII) areas in 2004-2006 by Appendix XII and XV species are shown in text table below:  
	Species
	Area
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Redfish
	ICES V, XII, XIV
	410
	517
	870


Atlantic: CECAF FAO 34

During 2001-2006 only 2-5 Latvian vessels were operating in CECAF FAO 34 areas 1.31 and 1.32. In the beginning of 2006 there were 5 Latvian vessels operating in CECAF area with pelagic trawlers mainly targeting for sardinella, chub mackerel and horse mackerel. Also small landings (<150 t) of hake, bonito and others were reported as a by-catch. The Latvian landings of main fish species (t) in CECAF FAO 34 areas of Appendix XII and XV species in 2004-2006 are shown in text table below:
	Species
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Sardinella
	8 714
	10 076
	14 426

	Chub mackerel
	8 999
	4 537
	3 578

	Horse mackerel
	13 837
	25 211
	16 716


2. Participating institutes
2.1
National correspondent
Ricards Derkacs, Deputy director of National Board of Fisheries (NBF) at Ministry of Agriculture, Republikas laukums 2, LV-1010, Riga, Latvia, phone: +371 7027415, fax: +371 7334892, e-mail: ricards.derkacs@vzp.gov.lv
2.2
Participating institutes

Ministry of Agriculture, National Board of Fisheries (NBF), Republikas laukums 2, LV-1010, Riga, Latvia, phone: +371 7027415, fax: +371 7334892, e-mail: ricards.derkacs@vzp.gov.lv 

Latvian Fish Resources Agency (LATFRA), Daugavgrivas str. 8, LV-1048, Riga, Latvia, phone: +371 7612409, fax: +371 7616946, e-mail: Maris.Vitins@lzra.gov.lv
3. Module C - Fishing capacity

3.1. MP - Planned sampling 
Parameters

The data on licensed fishing vessels registered in the FVR (Fishing Vessel Register) are included into the ICIS System and contain among other parameters the following information: 

· vessel type, 

· age of the vessel and main engine,

· vessel length,

· gross tonnage,

· maximum main engine power.

As requested in the Appendix III of the Regulation, the Latvian fleet, based on vessel length and gear used, at present can be disaggregated into five basic segments:

1) Pelagic trawlers of length equal to or over 40 m,

2) Pelagic trawlers of length from 24 to 40 m,

3) Gillnetters of length from 24 to 40 m,

4) Pelagic trawlers of length from 12 to 24 m,

5) Polyvalent passive gears coastal boats of length under 12 m.

It must be emphasized, that within the segments 2 and 4 both the pelagic and demersal trawling are taking place. However, according to criterion set in the Regulation, when a fishing gear is considered to be the main fishing gear if it has been used for more than 50% of fishing time, these segments could be defined as pelagic trawlers. As to 2008, the gears used in fishery will depend on the quotas allocated to Latvia in regard to each fish species. It must also be taken into account that, using the opportunities provided by the EU structural funds, the number of fishing vessels has decreased since 2004. This has affected the fleet size and structure.
Information defined in Commission Regulation (EC) No 26/2004 December 2003 concerning the fishing vessel register of the Community will be collected based on ICIS system. As there is no size limit of fishing vessels for the registration in the FVR and all vessels involved in fishery have to be registered, 100% coverage of all Latvian fishing vessels will be given. 

Concerning fishing vessels with LOA under 10 m, there is no need for special procedures to use for them because, as it was mentioned before, all vessels involved in fishery has to be registered in the FVR and  ICIS system.
3.2. MP - Derogations and non-conformities

There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.
3.3. EP - Planned sampling

No data collection will be carried out within the framework of the EP in 2008.

3.4. EP - Non-conformities

There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.  

4. Module D - Fishing effort

4.1. MP - Planned sampling
Information on the average annual consumption and expenses of fuel, expressed according to the required vessel disaggregation levels, will be collected at the end of the year by sampling method, using the questionnaire. This sampling will be performed by the Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia.

These data are closely related to Module J: “Collection of economic data by groups of vessels”. However, there is difference in periods assessed: data on fuel consumption collected in relation to fishing effort will be collected for the running year, but the fuel data for economic evaluation – for the previous year. All segments according to Appendix III will be covered. 

Latvian fishermen according to Latvian legislation have to fill the Logbook for every fishing trip they make. These filled Logbooks are stored in the separate sub-database of ICIS and it includes among other parameters the following information:
· vessel name, register number and radio signal;

· departure and arrival dates and time,
· fishing operation date and time,
· fishing operation coordinates,
· gear type used,
· catch per species for each fishing operation,
· landing per species.

Data on fishing effort by type of technique will be aggregated according to Appendix VIII of the Regulation and presented on a quarterly basis at the level of geographical disaggregation e.g. Baltic Sea, NAFO, NEAFC and Mauritanian EEZ. 

Fishing vessels below 10m are also included in the FVR. They mainly are fishing in the coastal waters with passive gears and are obliged to fill the Coastal Fisheries Logbook, with exception of cod fishing by vessels above 8 m, which have to fill the vessel Logbook. First, data from Coastal logbooks are input by LATFRA into the MINCIS subsystem, and afterwards imported into the ICIS, where the data are stored.

Data concerning High Sea vessels will be collected about the fishing activities of these particular vessels including the vessel name, register number and radio signal, amount of fishing days used and landings per species. This information is not as detailed as for the Baltic Sea vessels since these vessels have to report primarily to the authorities of the respective fisheries zones.

Specific fishing effort is a fishing effort defined as a sum of weighted fishing days (according to Appendix V and Chapter D.1a of the Regulation) using particular fishing method (Appendix VIII of the Regulation) when fishing in certain division (according to Appendix I of the Regulation) for certain species (Chapter D.1a (iii) and Appendix VI of the Regulation).

Information on specific fishing effort can be provided based on the logbook data.
Specific fishing effort will be associated with stocks of special interest. According to Appendix VI of the Regulation the following species should be included in Latvian MP:

· Herring (Baltic Sea),

· Sprat (Baltic Sea),

· Cod (Baltic Sea),

· Salmon (Baltic Sea),

· Mackerel (all areas), 

· Horse mackerel (all areas).

Fishing efforts for these species will be defined as fishing days taking into account the mixed catch compositions according to criteria referred to in Appendix VI of the Regulation.

Within the section “Collection of data related to fishing effort” the following data will be collected:  

	DATA
	SOURCE

	Fuel consumption
	Data of the CSB

	Fuel prices
	Data of the CSB

	Number of fishing days with a particular type of gear (as defined in Appendix III and VIII)
	Logbooks and Coastal Logbooks 

	Fishing area (as defined in Appendix I)
	Logbooks and Coastal Logbooks

	Period
	Logbooks and Coastal Logbooks

	Number of fishing days broken down by species (as defined in Appendix VI)
	Logbooks and Coastal Logbooks, Notifications on the First Fish Sale

	Vessel length (as defined in Appendix III)
	FVR


In 2007 changes have been introduced in the National Fishing Rules that will require to record in the Coastal Fisheries Logbooks the register number of boats used in particular fishing operations. These changes will come into force in the middle of 2007 and will be effective for DCP of 2008. Thus it will be possible to calculate the specific effort also including coastal fisheries
4.2. MP - Derogations and non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module. 
4.3. EP - Planned sampling
No EP is proposed for this sector in 2008.

4.4. EP - Non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module. 
5. Module E - Catches and landings

5.1. MP - Landings - Planned sampling
The information on the catches and landings will be obtained from logbook data, which are imported in the ICIS, so it is covering all the fishing vessels fishing in the Baltic Sea, except coastal fisheries and High Sea (the Atlantic Ocean) catches and landings. Latvian fishery catching herring and sprat in the Baltic Sea is provided for human consumption only; hence the special sampling of industrial mixed fishery is not planned. If such fishery will be developed in 2008, Latvia will perform sampling as required by Regulation.

Concerning the coastal fisheries which is performed by vessels of 10-12 m and ≤10m the catch data is collected according to the Coastal Fisheries Logbook data, which provide the information on catches by fish species, fishing gear, date and area. This information is stored in the separate data base. Thus information on catches of all fish species of the Baltic Sea area listed in Appendix XII and according to the level 2 of geographical disaggregation of Appendix I of the Regulation will be collected exhaustively.

Concerning the High Sea fisheries the information on catches and landings is collected and stored separately from ICIS database. Fishermen are requested to submit this information to the NBF where this information is aggregated. It should be mentioned, that it is difficult to make prognosis about the species which Latvia will be fishing outside the Baltic Sea in 2008 as it will depend on quotas available to Latvia, economic profitability of fishing as well as on measures implemented under the new Common Fisheries Policy.
The factors used in Latvia for fish landed weight conversion to live weight are given in Table 5.1.

5.2. MP - Landings - Derogations and non‑conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module. 
5.3. EP - Landings - Planned sampling
No EP is proposed for this sector in 2008.

5.4. EP - Landings - Non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module. 

 5.5. MP & EP - Discards - Planned sampling
The planned discard sampling in 2008 is presented in standard table 5.2. In general the discard sampling is planned to be a fisheries based. The discard sampling schemes under the yearly sampling level will be organized in a way, that sampling effort is distributed proportionally to the fishing effort and to catch in different strata – relatively larger landings imply higher sampling effort and relatively smaller landings imply less sampling effort. This will assure that the biological data are directly associated with the national landing statistics. 

Latvian discard sampling will satisfy the methods laid down in internationally agreed sampling manuals within the framework of “International Baltic Sea Sampling Programme for Commercial Fishing Fleets (IBSSP)” (study projects No.96/002 and No.98/024). In these documents most relevant aspects of “at sea sampling” have been covered, including procedures for selecting fishing trips, sub-sampling procedures, recording of data, etc.

Fishing will be characterized according to the gear type, mesh size and target species in order to accurately reflect the discrete discard patterns in the Latvian fishery. The number of samples for 2008 has been planned based on discard information collected during 2001-2006 and presented in the Table 5.3.

Fishing performed in various ICES Subdivisions in the Baltic Sea may differ considerably in respect to duration, number of hauls per trip and handling of the catch. On average, a trip usually lasts up to 7 days. All biological information from catch will be sampled from each haul: 

· total weight of landing and discard by each species caught (including non target and non commercial fish species);

· separate length distributions of landing and discard by each species caught. If the retained catch is landed in commercial weight categories, a separate length frequencies will be obtained;

· otoliths to determine the age and mean weight per each length group of cod and other selected species;

· in addition, all relevant vessel, gear and geographical information will be recorded.

Discard figures collected will be raised to the relevant Latvian yearly catch broken down by species and fishing technique by applying the ratio between discards and landings observed. Data for cod will be made available also for the ICES Baltic Fisheries Assessment Working Group.

All Latvian cod catch data sampled during the discard sampling will be entered in the BIODATA database. 

Discard data from directed cod fishery are also being submitted to the international database FishFrame, maintained by the Danish Institute for Fisheries Research (DIFRES). This database is being used in ICES working groups to calculate discards in the Baltic Sea as well as to assess the stocks of the Baltic cod. 

5.6. MP & EP - Discards - Derogations and non‑conformities
Latvia requests not to collect discard data on redfish in NAFO area 3M in 2008 because Latvian landings are less than 5% of the total EU landings. 

Latvia requests not to collect discard data on Greenland halibut in 2008 because Latvian quota is less than 5% from the total EU quota and Latvian landings were less than 1% of the total EU landings.

5.7. MP - Recreational - Planned sampling

There is no Latvian recreational fishery on salmon, cod and blue fin tune in the Baltic Sea reported so far.
5.8. MP - Recreational - Derogations and non‑conformities
Due to the absence of Latvian recreational fisheries in the Baltic Sea, Latvia requests not to collect the data on salmon, blue fin tuna and cod recreational fishery in the Baltic Sea in 2008.  

5.9. EP - Recreational - Planned sampling

No data collection will be carried out in 2007 within the framework of the EP. 

5.10. EP - Recreational - Non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module. 

6. Module F - Catches per unit effort
6.1. MP - Planned sampling

The CPUE data series which are used or are intended to be used as tuning fleets for assessment purposes are listed in Table 6.1.  

CPUE or LPUE data in the Baltic Sea could be obtained from vessel logbooks and coastal fishery logbooks in ICIS System. For stock assessment in ICES working groups, CPUE is usually calculated according to effective fishing time of the active gear or number of passive gears used. The Latvian commercial fishing effort and catch per unit of effort (CPUE) data are used in the assessment of the Gulf of Riga herring stock in ICES sub-division 28.1 since 1993 and for Salmon stock in the Sub-division 22-31 (excluding the Gulf of Finland). 
The Latvian CPUE data are also available for cod stock in Sub-division 25-32. Since 2005 ICES WGBFAS used CPUE data of Sweden and Denmark (3 tuning series: 2 trawl fishery and 1- gillnet fishery) for the assessment of cod in Sub-divisions 25-32. In the next years Latvian data could be used as an additional tuning series. The Latvian CPUE data exist separately for gillnet and trawl fisheries for years 1995-2006 and are annually prepared for the use of ICES Working Group. Therefore, the data compilation on cod CPUE is included in the MP. 
Since some of these data are not included in ICIS they require additional manpower to produce them. The CPUE data series are also inspected by experts for their credibility.

The planned CPUE data series (table 6.1) are used in assessment or are planned to be used (cod) in ICES Working groups, however they are not listed in SEC 2003 843 because Latvia in 2003 was not EU member state. 

6.2. MP - Derogations and non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.
6.3. EP - Planned sampling

No catch and effort data collection will be carried out within the framework of the EP in 2008.  

6.4. EP - Non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.
7. Module G - Scientific evaluation surveys
7.1. MP - Planned Priority 1 surveys

Latvia, according to the requirements of the Regulation, Appendix XIV, is performing and during the 2008 will undertake four priority 1 surveys in the Baltic Sea (Table 7.1). The BITS and hydro-acoustic surveys (herring and sprat acoustic surveys) are internationally coordinated surveys, which ensure a high level of consistency in sampling procedures among participants. The planning and co-ordination of the surveys are done in the ICES WGBIFS. The previous surveys designs by Latvia will be continued and ICES manuals followed (ICES, 1994; ICES, 2000). Besides target species of the specific surveys all other caught fish species, birds and mammals will be recorded. 

Latvia has no fisheries research vessel. Therefore the surveys will be performed on the rented foreign research or Latvian fishing vessels. 

1) BITS First Quarter Survey. The survey will be conducted in March on the rented research vessel. The primary purpose of the survey is to produce abundance estimates and indices of recruitment for cod in the Eastern Baltic (Sub-divisions 25-32) that are necessary for tuning VPA and prediction of the recruitment. The survey is conducted in collaboration with national institutes from Denmark, Germany, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden within the framework of ICES. During the survey the hauls are performed according the positions determined by the coordinator of the survey (ICES WGBIFS) based on random trawling position selection. The length, weight, sex and maturity stage of cod and flounder will be determined on board of the vessel. The age determination of both species will be performed in national laboratory. During the survey also the basic hydrological parameters (temperature, salinity, oxygen content) will be sampled. Following WGBIFS recommendations also echo-integration of near bottom layers will be conducted during the hauls and between haul locations.  The primary data will be stored in the BIODATA database, as well as in ICES DATRAS database.  
2) BITS Fourth Quarter Survey. The survey will be conducted in November on the rented foreign research vessel. The primary purpose of the survey is to produce abundance estimates and indices of recruitment for cod in the Eastern Baltic (Sub-divisions 25-32) that are necessary for tuning VPA and prediction of the recruitment. The survey is conducted in collaboration with national institutes from Denmark, Germany, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden within the framework of ICES. During the survey the hauls are performed according the positions determined by the coordinator of the survey (ICES WGBIFS). The length, weight, sex and maturity stage of cod and flounder will be determined on board of the vessel. The age determination of both species will be performed in national laboratory. During the survey also the basic hydrological parameters (temperature, salinity, oxygen content) will be sampled. Following WGBIFS recommendations also echo-integration of near bottom layers will be conducted during the hauls and between haul locations.  The primary data will be stored in the BIODATA database, as well as in ICES DATRAS database.

3) Herring Acoustic Survey. The survey will be performed in the third and fourth quarter of the year. It should be highlighted that Latvian herring acoustic survey consists of three parts:  

a) The first part of the survey will be performed in October on rented foreign research vessel. The main aim of the survey is to obtain the abundance estimates of herring and sprat which are used for tuning VPA for the assessment of herring in Sub-divisions 25-29, +32 and of sprat in Sub-divisions 22-32 of the Baltic Sea. The survey will be carried out in Sub-divisions 26 and 28. The survey is conducted in collaboration with national institutes from Denmark, Germany, Poland, Russia and Sweden within the framework of ICES. From each trawl the length, weight, sex and maturity of herring and sprat will be determined and otoliths for age determination will be collected. During the survey also the basic hydrological parameters (temperature, salinity, oxygen content) will be measured, and the samples of zooplankton and stomachs of pelagic fishes will be collected. Collected data are stored in ICES databases BAD1 and BAD2, as well as in the local database BIODATA.

b) The second part of the survey will be performed in September on a rented fisheries vessel in the 12 nm zone of Latvian economic zone. The main aim of the survey is to obtain indices of recruitment for sprat that together with similar data from the Russian survey are used for prediction of the recruitment of sprat. Collected data are stored in ICES databases BAD1 and BAD2, as well as in the local database BIODATA.

c) The third part of the survey will be performed in July-August on a rented fisheries vessel in the Gulf of Riga (Sub-division 28.1). The main aim of the survey is to obtain abundance estimates of the Gulf of Riga herring which are used for tuning VPA for the assessment of the Gulf of Riga herring (separate assessment unit). The survey is conducted in collaboration with national institute from Estonia within the framework of ICES. From each trawl the length, weight, sex and maturity of herring and otoliths for age determination are taken. During the survey also the samples of zooplankton and stomachs of herring will be collected. Collected data are stored in database BIODATA.

4) Sprat Acoustic Survey. The survey will be performed in May on rented foreign research vessel. The main aim of the survey is to obtain abundance estimates for sprat. Since 2007 the data are used for the assessment of sprat, because in spring herring is distributed mainly in the coastal area. Besides, this survey can give reliable estimates of sprat maturity not available from other sources. The sprat acoustic survey will be performed also by Germany and Russia. From each trawl the length, weight, sex and maturity of herring and sprat will be determined and otoliths for age determination will be collected. During the survey also the basic hydrological parameters (temperature, salinity, oxygen content) will be measured, and samples of zooplankton, ichthyoplankton and stomachs of pelagic fishes will be collected. Collected data are stored in ICES databases BAD1 and BAD2, as well as in the local database BIODATA.
7.2. MP - Derogations and non-conformities 

There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.
7.3. EP - Planned Priority 2 surveys

There are no planned Priority 2 surveys. 
7.4. EP - Non-conformities and priority upgrades

There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.
8. Module H - Length and age sampling

8.1. MP - Landings - Planned sampling

In 2008 in the Baltic Sea the standard sampling procedure will be carried out on a quarterly basis by ICES stock assessment units and in general will not differ from sampling planned in Latvian National Programs for Collection of Fisheries Data, 2005, 2006 and 2007. 
The Latvian planned length and age sampling in MP is given in Table 8.1.

For herring, sprat, salmon (coastal fishery), sea trout and eel (coastal fishery) in the Baltic Sea area the collection of the random samples from unsorted catches for length and age will take place in fishing harbours. 
For flounder in trawl fishery, cod gillnet and trawl fishery samples will be taken onboard of commercial vessels. In 2008 the drifnet fishery will be forbidden in the Baltic Sea and since it is the only way of Latvian salmon fishery in the open sea the salmon sampling is planned only for coastal area. Length samples will be collected randomly from unsorted catch, but age samples – stratified by length groups. The age determination will take place in the laboratories of LATFRA according to the standardized methods. 

Length and age sampling of cod and flounder in the Baltic Sea is associated with corresponding fishery discard sampling and covers same sub-divisions, fishing gears and quarters. Therefore sampling of cod length/age at harbours is not planned. 

The active fishing in NAFO and NEAFC areas is performed by 4-5 fishing vessels flying the Latvian flag, but in 2006 there were only 2 vessels. In 2004-2006 these vessels reported landings of redfish, Greenland halibut and Pandalid shrimps, landed in harbours of other countries. For Pandalid shrimps in NAFO area 3M and for redfish in ICES XII the biological sampling will be performed by observers. Latvia is also planning to cooperate with other EU countries in biological sampling of catches and discards in NEAFC and NAFO areas ensuring cost effective and corresponding sampling intensity for total catches of Latvia and cooperating country.  

8.2. MP - Landings - Derogations and non-conformities

The landings of foreign vessels in Latvian harbours are irregular and relatively small. In 2006 Estonian vessels landed 594 tons of sprat, 85 tons of herring and 5 tons of cod; Finnish vessels landed 315 tons of sprat and 38 tons of herring and Swedish vessels landed 15 tons of cod. Since the landed amounts are negligible in comparison with national quotas of respective countries (less than 5%) no biological sampling is planned for 2008.  

For 2008 EC defined four separate herring TACs in the Baltic Sea. Latvian fishery is conducted only on two herring management units: in ICES sub-divisions 25-29 +32 (excluding the Gulf of Riga) of the area IIId and in the Gulf of Riga, Sub-division 28.1 of the area IIId. Therefore Latvian herring sampling is planned for two above mentioned assessment units.
For the majority of species the length and age sampling is exceeding the required levels. These derogations are caused by following: 

1) In order to maintain previous sampling intensity in case of data collection for tuning series (herring in the Gulf of Riga)

2) In order to maintain previous sampling intensity of internationally assessed fish stocks, and collection of at least one sample per month and fishing activity (cod, herring, sprat, salmon);

3) In case of nationally managed fish stocks (eel, sea trout) when according to the total landings collection of only one sample is required according to DCR. 
Although the Latvian landings of eel in marine waters are less than 5% of the total EU landings Latvia will collect length and age data on eel fishery in 2008 based on SGRN recommendations and taking into account that in 2003, the EC laid down the general principles for an Eel Recovery Programme (COM 2003 573), followed by a proposal for a Council Regulation establishing measures for the recovery of the European eel stock (COM 2005 472).
As Latvian landing share of redfish in NAFO 3M Area is less than 5% of EU TAC, Latvia requests not to collect length – age data in 2008.
As Latvian landing share of Greenland halibut in NAFO 3KLMNO area in total EU landings is less than 1%, Latvia requests not to collect length – age data in 2008.
8.3. EP - Landings - Planned sampling

The EP sampling is requested for species which have high local importance but have relatively small catches. The list of species is included in the table 8.3. The sampling for  turbot (Psetta maxima) in ICES Division IIId is planned on board of commercial vessel, but for perch (Perca fluviatilis) and pike-perch (Stizostedion lucioperca) in ICES Division IIId will be based on harbour sampling. Length frequency measurements will be taken randomly from unsorted catch, but age samples – stratified by size groups. 
8.4. EP - Landings - Non-conformities
The length and age sampling of turbot, perch and pike-perch are exceeding the required levels.  These derogations are caused by fact that the required number of samples would be insufficient for stock assessment and fisheries regulations. Latvian 3 year (2004-2006) average landings of turbot is 8 tons, perch – 53 tons and pike-perch – 8 tons. Therefore Latvia proposes to keep in EP the existing sampling frequency. 

8.5. MP & EP - Discards - Planned sampling

The Latvian fleet segment or metiers for which the discard sampling is planned in 2008 is presented in table 8.4. The sampling will be performed as onboard sampling. In the Baltic Sea it will be mainly aimed on discard sampling of cod and flounder, although all discarded species will be recorded. The discarded fish after the catch sorting will be retained onboard of vessel and afterwards all discarded fish or its sub-sample depending from amount will be measured. For age sampling only length stratified sub-sample will be taken.
In high seas fishery discard sampling is planned for Pandalid shrimps pelagic fishery in NAFO 3M area and for redfish trawl fishery in NEAFC (ICES Division XII) area. Sampling will be performed by observers onboard of commercial vessels. 

8.6. MP & EP - Discards - Derogations and non‑conformities

Latvia requests not to collect length – age data of redfish in NAFO 3M area in 2008 from discards in redfish fishery because Latvian landing share of redfish is less than 5% of EU TAC in this area.
Latvia requests not to collect length – age data of Greenland halibut in NAFO 3KLMNO area in 2008 from discards in Greenland halibut fishery because Latvian landing in total EU landing is less than 1%.
9. Module I - Other biological sampling

9.1. MP - Planned sampling
Data concerning the growth, maturity and sex ratio (herring, sprat, cod, salmon and sea trout in the Baltic) are collected regularly during biological sampling of the catches or landings. The planned sampling of other biological parameters is shown in standard tables 9.1-9.3. In most of the cases when fishes are sampled for age, also the biological parameters as length, weight, sex and maturity are recorded. Maturity stages are determined according to Alekseejev & Alekseejeva (1996).
Other biological sampling of eel is planned to be carried out on triennial basis and is not planned for 2008. 
The other biological parameter sampling of Pandalid shrimps in NAFO area 3M and Redfish in NEAFC area are planed on triennial basis and will not be performed in 2008.

9.2. MP - Derogations and non-conformities

Following the recommendations of RCM Baltic, the sampling of other biological parameters of herring, sprat, cod, flounder, salmon and sea trout is being performed on annual basis (RCM, 2005a, RCM, 2005b). 
9.3. EP - Planned sampling
Data concerning the growth, maturity and sex ratio (turbot, perch and pike-perch) are collected regularly during biological sampling of the catches or landings. The planned sampling of other biological parameters is shown in standard tables 9.4-9.6. In most of the cases when fishes are sampled for age, also the biological parameters as length, weight, sex and maturity are recorded.
9.4. EP - Non-conformities
Following the recommendations of RCM Baltic, the sampling of other biological parameters of turbot, perch and pike-perch is being performed on annual basis (RCM-Baltic, 2005a, RCM-Baltic, 2005b).
10. Module J - Economic data on fishing vessels
10.1. MP - Planned sampling

This section covers the information as defined in Appendix XVII of the Regulation, and will be completed from two sources of data. The first source will be the Logbooks and FVR data bases in the ICIS System and the second - the sample surveys performed by CSB – Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia.

The extract from ICIS, containing the information on all vessels, fishing in the previous year will form the basis for analysis and stratification of the fleet before the sample survey is performed. The collected data will form the basis for reporting on the economic situation for the groups of vessels.

Following basic economic evaluation data will be collected:

1) Statistics based on FVR data:

· Vessel data. The physical data of vessels are recorded according to the ICIS FVR, including the number of vessels, length, gross tonnage (GT), main engine power (kW) and age of vessel and of main engine.
2) Statistics based on ICIS database:

· Prices: quarterly data on prices from the ICIS Notifications on the First Fish Sale database. Data on prices will be verified using questionnaires data, which will be collected by CSB.
· Effort. Vessel activity measured as days at sea according to the ICIS Logbooks database. 

3) Statistics based on CSB data:

· Income / turnover: calculated value of production by species.

· Production costs: labour costs, fuel, vessel repairing and maintenance, other operational costs.

· Fixed costs: depreciation calculated individually by a fixed percentage based on expected lifetime.

· Financial position: own capital / borrowed capital.

· Invested capital: insured value preferred. For the fleet segment below 12 m the replacement value is used, as most of small boats are not insured. 

· Employment: calculated number of employed on vessels (part time / full time).

CSB compiles economic data based on questionnaires/statistical forms, distributed by CSB to owners of the fishing firms. The participation of the responders is obligatory because Latvian legislation regulates the CSB and commercial companies’ collaboration as well as there will be foreseen the duties and responsibilities for the fishing companies in Latvia by the Fishing Law.

The fleet segmentation takes place as defined in Appendix III of the Regulation (Table 10.1). 
The Programme of 2008 will develop further the coverage of the coastal small boats segment (<10m) as well the vessels fishing in High Sea (>40m) that was poorly covered in the previous years. It is planned to cover all active vessels fishing in the High Sea (> 40 m) and to cover about 25-50% of the small coastal fleet.
It must also be taken into account that, using the opportunities provided by the Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (FIFG), the decrease in the number of fishing vessels is taking place since 2004. It will significantly influence the size and structure of the fishing fleet (since 2004 the Latvian fleet has reduced by 50 vessels and boats operating in the Baltic Sea) in 2008. This could lead to face the economic data confidentiality issues, as at small number of vessels in the segment, the vessels could belong to one company.

10.2. MP - Derogations and non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.

10.3. EP - Planned sampling

No Extended Programme proposed for 2008. 

10.4. EP - Non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.
11. Module K - Data concerning the fish processing industry

11.1. MP - Planned sampling

The planned sampling is shown in the Table 11.1. The data will be obtained from the data of the CSB.
Annual economic data will be collected as follows:

· raw material: total and per species;

· turnover: total and per product;

· production costs (total and per category cost): labour, energy, raw material value, packaging, other running costs;

· fixed costs: average costs, calculated from investment;

· financial costs; share of own/borrowed capital;

· investment asset: historical, replacement, insurance;

· prices/product: value, tonne;

· employment: numbers: FTE;

· capacity utilisation: annual average.

Data will be collected by CSB from 116 fish processing companies using questionnaires. Sample size is planned 60% of total population – all fish processing companies registered in Latvian Register of Enterprises.
11.2. MP - Derogations and non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module.
11.3. EP - Planned sampling

No data collection will be carried out in 2008 within the framework of the EP 

11.4. EP - Non-conformities
There are no derogations or non-conformities foreseen in this module. 

12. Databases 
12.1. Database development and data management

The primary data collected under the Programme will be stored in the following databases:

· Integrated Control and Information System for Latvian Fisheries (ICIS), administrated by National Board of Fisheries –  for capacity, fishing effort, catch and landing data and data on the first sales prices;

· Biological Data System for Latvian Fisheries (BIODATA), administrated by Latvian Fish Resources Agency – for biological data on catches, landings and discards, other biological data and economic data on fishing vessels. 

In 2008 the actualization of the systems ICIS and BIODATA will be continued in accordance with the requests of latest versions of Codification Standard Document. The data checking and correction facilities will be improved.

To provide the aggregated data required by the Commission Regulation, Latvian Fisheries Analyses Database (LFAD) with linkages to ICIS and BIODATA systems is being elaborated. LFAD will be connected to European Fisheries Data Collection System (EFDC) and will be accessible to the Commission or national correspondents of the other Member States on the request.
In 2008 will continue the improving of the calculation algorithm for the effort data and specific effort data as well as the 
Reconstruction and modification of reports in accordance with new requirements. 
13. National and international co-ordination
13.1. National co-ordination

The overall coordination of the implementation of Programme will be carried out by the National Board of Fisheries of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia in cooperation with the Latvian Fish Resources Agency.

The both main Programme implementing institutions are located in Riga, therefore the special coordination arrangements for the national coordination of the Programme will not be needed. 

13.2. International co-ordination

International co-ordination and co-operation will be achieved at different levels through:

· Regional coordination meetings.

· ICES Working, Study and Planning Groups on data collection and sea surveys.  

· ICES Assessment Working Groups, since these activities cover issues that are directly related to data collection, biological sampling or sea surveys. Following the Commission's guidelines on the eligibility of costs for meetings, however, the costs for attending these Assessment Working Groups are not included in the Programme coordination budget.

· Direct contacts with institutes in the Member Countries, who are responsible for sea surveys and biological sampling programmes directly linked to the Latvian Programme.

· Participation of experts in STECF and STECF Sub-Groups on data collection, precision levels, databases, upcoming new DCR etc.

Though the exact list of the of the 2008 international coordination meetings will be issued by the Commission at the end of 2007 – beginning of 2008, the participation of Latvian experts in the respective all levels international coordination meetings relevant to Latvian fisheries and National Data Collection  Programme in 2008 is planned (7-8 meetings per year) (Table 13.1). 
13.3. Follow-up of RCM recommendations and initiatives
RCM Baltic

The 3nd RCM Baltic took place in Lysekil, Sweden during 16-20 of October (RCM-Baltic, 2006). The recommendations of RCM were mainly generic and the different issues mainly referred to the new DCR, work of the ICES working groups and the functioning of data bases. 
The only recommendation which is relevant for Latvia was as follows: The RCM Baltic recommends that river monitoring of wild salmon stocks should be considered in the revision of DCR, either as a new survey or in a specific section dealing with the anadromous species. 
Latvia performs salmon river monitoring already for several years.
RCM NAFO
Latvia participated both in the 1st NAFO RCM in Vigo Spain in 2005 and in the 2nd NAFO RCM in Lisbon Portugal in 2006 and where applicable will implement the recommendations of RCM (RCM-NAFO, 2005; RCM-NAFO, 2006). 

Following the recommendation of the 2nd meeting that other MS involved in the fishery should participate in the NAFO area surveys, Latvian experts in 2007 will take a part when possible. As recommended by RCM, Latvia in 2007 will take important steps to improve the quality of data collected by means of establishing the new scientific observers system in the NAFO area, including measurements of redfish in the discards started in 2006 and Greenland hallibut started in 2007, and plans to collect otoliths of the mentioned species in 2007.
14. List of acronyms and abbreviations

BIODATA    
Biological Data System for Latvian Fisheries

BITS              
Baltic International Trawl Survey

CSB

Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia
DATRAS
ICES Database on Trawl Surveys

DCP

Data Collection Program

DCR

Data Collection Regulation

EC                   European Commission

EEZ

Exclusive Economic Zone
EFDC              European Fisheries Data Collection System

EP

Extended Program

FISHFRAME
Commercial Fish Sampling Database

FVR                 Latvian Fishing Vessel Register 

GT                   Gross tonnage

ICES

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

ICIS

Integrated Control and Information System for Latvian Fisheries

kW

Kilowatts

LATFRA
Latvian Fish Resources Agency

LOA

Length over all

LPUE              Landing per Unit Effort

MINCIS
Mini ICIS – Coastal Fisheries Logbook database

MP

Minimum Program

NAFO

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization

NBF              
National Board of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia

NEAFC           North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission

STECF
Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries

TAC                Total Allowable Catch

WGBFAS
ICES Baltic Fisheries Assessment Working Group

WGBIFS
ICES Baltic International Fish Survey Working Group

15. Comments, suggestions and reflections

Latvia proposes to divide the deadlines for submission of Technical Report and DCP for the next year. The latter could be shifted to autumn period. 
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Annex
Figures of Latvian Priority 1 surveys in 2005
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Figure 7.1. Trawling positions in the BITS First Quarter Survey (+ trawling positions;   ------- border of fishing zone). Location of positions is based on survey in 2005. In 2008 allocation of stations by countries will be based on random selection by ICES coordinator.  
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Figure 7.2. Trawling positions in the BITS Fourth Quarter Survey (+ trawling positions;  ------- border of fishing zone). Location of positions is based on survey in 2005. In 2008 allocation of stations by countries will be based on random selection by ICES coordinator.  
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Figure 7.3. Standard cruise track and hauling design in Herring Acoustic Survey (Part 1)
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Figure 7.4. Standard cruise track and hauling design of the Herring Acoustic Survey (part 2)
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Figure 7.5. Standard cruise track and hauling design of the Herring Acoustic Survey (part 3-
(Gulf of Riga, Sub-division 28.1)
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Figure 7.6. Standard cruise track and hauling design of the Sprat Acoustic Survey
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