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1 Introduction

1.1 General framework

In the framework of Data Collection Regulation (DCR) Nº 1639/2001 the Lithuania submitted a proposal for a National Data Collection Program (NDCP) for the year 2008. The data collection in the framework of pilot study of the minimal program has been started in 2005. 
1.2 General description of the fisheries

Fishery sector in Lithuania is administered by the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Environment of the republic of Lithuania. Most functions of fishery administration, fish stocks preservation, and control have been delegated by the Ministry of Agriculture to the Fishery Department under the Ministry of Agriculture of Republic of Lithuania.    

According National Fishing Vessels Register in 1st of January 2006 there were 271 vessels there, of which 201 < 12 m small vessels and boats, 17 > 40 m length operating in the Atlantic Ocean.  The number of vessels fishing in Atlantic Ocean (Mauritania, Morocco, NAFO, NEAFC) decreased by 5 vessels recently. Total capacity of the fishing fleet is 64.3 1000 GT, total engine power – 70.6 1000 kW.
Fisheries in the Baltic Sea and coastal area of the Baltic Sea
In 2004-2006  about 13 500 tons of various fish have been caught in the Baltic Sea (excluding the coastal area). The largest share of fish catch has been accounted by Baltic sprat (8519 t), cod (3090 t), flatfish (716 t) and herring (1179 t). From 70% to 90% of all species caught comes from LEEZ (ICES subdivision 26).
102 companies are involved into the coastal fishery, where catches during 2004-2006 made up to 465 tons of fish in average. The main portions of catch (mean values over the period of 2004-2006) in the coastal area have been constituted by cod (134 t), smelt (193 t) and herring (76 t), flounder, turbot, pikeperch have also been caught in smaller quantities.
Fishery in the distant waters
The main fishing areas of Lithuanian fisherman in the Atlantic are: waters regulated by the North Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) and North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC), Svalbard fishing district (waters of the Norwegian Economic Zone) and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania Exclusive Economic Zone. Under the fishery agreement between the EU and Mauritania, in 2004-2006 8 Lithuanian ships have been fishing in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania exclusive economic zone, where 95950 tons of fish were landed (annual average during 2004-2006). In 2004-2006 Lithuanian ships in NAFO area have caught annually about 5496 tons of fish (mostly shrimp and redfish). The catches in NAFO declined from 8644 in 2004 to 2522 t in 2006. In NEAFC area 9654  tons of fish had been landed per year in 2004-2006. While in Morocco waters 23454 tons of fish have been caught per year in 2004-2006 (mostly saurel, mackerel, and anchovy). In Greenland economic zone 173 tons of reed fish have been caught annually, while Svalbard fishing district yielded 1794 tons of shrimp per year.
2 Participating institutes

2.1 National correspondent

The Fisheries Department under Ministry of Agriculture acts as the National Correspondent and is responsible for data submitting to European Commission. 
2.2 Participating institutes
The work in the Lithuania is carried out by 3 institutes:

1) Fishery Department under the Ministry of Agriculture. In the DCR responsible for catches, landings and effort statistics.
2) Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economics. In the DCR responsible for economic data collection, provision of social and economical analyses of fishery sector.
3) Fishery Research Laboratory (FRL). This institution is a one of the branches of Lithuanian State Centre for Pisciculture and Fishery Research. The research focus on marine biology and technology of the Lithuanian fishery industry. The institute provides knowledge and expertise to the needs of policy makers, nature conservation agencies and the Lithuanian fishing industry. FRL is responsible for biological data collection.
	Fishery Department under the Ministry of Agriculture (FD)

Gedimino 19,
LT-01103 Vilnius
Lithuania

Phone: +370 5 2391175
Fax: + 3705 2391176
E-mail: zuvis@zum.lt
Internet: www.zum.lt
	Lithuanian Institute for Agricultural Economics (LIAE)

Kudirkos 18
LT-03105 Vilnius

Lithuania
Phone: +370 5 2614525
Fax: +370 5 2614524
E-mail: laei@laei.lt 

Internet: www.laei.lt 
	Fishery Research Laboratory (FRL)

P. O. Box 108
LT-91001 Klaipeda
Lithuania
Phone: +370 46 391122
Fax: +370 46 391104
E-mail: ztl@is.lt
Internet: www.zuvivaisa.lt 

	Contact person: Henrikas Bankauskas
Phone: + 370 5 2629648 

E-mail: henrikas@zum.lt
	Contact person: Arina Motova
Phone: + 370 5 2314093
E-mail: arinam@laei.lt
	Contact person: Romas Statkus
Phone: + 370 46 391122

E-mail: ztl@is.lt


3 Module C - Fishing capacities

3.1 MP - Planned sampling

Data of fishing capacity will be collected exhaustively for all fleet and segments, primary data stored in National Fishing Vessels Register. Data will be aggregated in accordance with DCR.

Data collected:

	Indicators
	Source

	Length of vessel (LOA), m
	National Fishing Vessels Register

	Gross tonnage (GT)
	National Fishing Vessels Register

	Main engine power (kW)
	National Fishing Vessels Register

	Age of vessel (hull), years
	National Fishing Vessels Register

	Fishing efforts by fishing method (number of days)
	Logbook


All Lithuanian vessels < 10 m fishing in Baltic Sea coastal areas are in the National Fishing Vessels Register, the fishing effort for small vessels is collected separately with the special logbooks for coastal vessels.

3.2 MP – Derogations and non-conformities
No derogations.
3.3 EP – Planned sampling

Not applied
4 Module D - Fishing effort

4.1 MP - Planned sampling

Fishing effort data will be collected exhaustively from National Fishing Vessels Register and Fish Resource Utilization Database (FRUD). Data will be aggregated in accordance with DCR.
Data will be collected:

	Indicators
	Source

	Consumed fuel volume 
	Questionnaires

	Consumed fuel price
	Data from Department of Statistics 

	Consumed fuel value
	Questionnaires

	Fishing area
	Logbook (FRUD)

	Fishing efforts by fishing method (number of days)
	Logbook (FRUD)

	Fish quantity by species (as stipulated in Annex VIII)
	Logbook (FRUD)

	Length of vessel (LOA), m
	National Fishing Vessels Register


All Lithuanian vessels < 10 m fishing in coastal area are obligated to provide catches and effort data. All such vessels fulfill logbooks for coastal fishery.
4.2 MP – Derogations and non-conformities

Only monthly retail fuel price for Lithuanian market is available from Statistics Lithuania.
4.3 EP – Planned sampling

Not applied
5 Module E - Catches and landings

5.1 MP - Landings - Planned sampling
Commercial landings will be collected on the basis of the exhaustive data gathered under Council Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93 (2) and on the basis of Council Regulation (EC) No 104/2000. Annual commercial landings will be collected by species, distinguishing the geographical origin of the catches according to level 2 of geographical disaggregation of Appendix I Reg. No 1639/2001.

All Lithuanian vessels/boats (including <10 m) fishing in coastal area provides catches data to the FD.
5.2 MP - Landings - Derogations and non-conformities
No derogations.
5.3 EP - Landings - Planned sampling
Not applied
5.4 MP & EP - Discards - Planned sampling
According to Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1639/2001 chapter 3.E.1.b Lithuania must collect discard data to estimate discard rates for selected species. 
Baltic Sea IIId. The Lithuanian discard sampling program is primarily based on fisheries and will cover area IIId. All fisheries planned in Lithuania during 2008 are listed in table 5.2. In the Lithuania, discards sampling has been planned for 2008 for two métiers, i. e. the cod & flounder bottom trawl fishery and cod directed gillnet fishery. In these two fisheries discards of cod and flounder are important (Table 5.2), while discard rates of cod in pelagic fishery are <3% by weight. Lithuania will continue to sample discards annually in two fisheries as it is pointed out in table 5.2. In the NP for 2008 (table 5.3), up to 8 discards trips have been planned for the cod & flounder bottom trawl fishery and 4 for the cod directed gillnet fishery. All discard observation trips are conducted by FRL staff. In some cases representative samples for length-age distribution and biological analysis will be presented by fishermen (Self-sampling). Estimates of discards by species for 2008 will be submitted to the relevant ICES WG in 2009.
Atlantic, NAFO area, divisions 3 KLMNO. According to the list of species under DCR Lithuanian vessel(s) commonly target 1 fish specie and 1 shrimp specie. These are: Redfishes (Sebastes spp.), and Pandalus spp. Other species listed in Appendix XII of DCR are taken as a bycatch.
The redfish fishery in division 3M is rather small and irregular. In 2003 – 2004 no fishery took place, but in 2005-2006 average landings were 459 t. The Lithuanian average quota for 2005-2007 was 1571 tons (20% of total EU share). Discards of redfish are not so important and constitutes around 2% of total catch.
In division 3M 579 shrimp fishing days are allocated for Lithuania (18% of total EU share). On average 3233 tons of shrimps in this division have been caught in 2004-2006. Discards of shrimps are not so important either and constitutes around <1% of total catch.
Discards will be sampled in terms of total amount in kilograms annually for all species from Appendix XII of DCR if presented in catches.

5.5 MP & EP - Discards - Derogations and non-conformities
NAFO area, divisions 3 KLMNO. Discards of redfish and shrimps in division 3M do not exceed 10% threshold and should not be sampled for length measurement as well as for age and other biological parameters’ determination. Moreover, each vessel is targeting one specific species and/or in certain division. Therefore, every single vessel might be identified as it is stated in Article 9 item 4 of DCR. Lithuania, however, will continue to collect general information on discard rates on annual basis for all species under DCR presented in catches.
NEACF. According to DCR 1639/2001 Article 9 item 4 data may not include any evidence which could make it possible to identify individual vessels, natural or legal persons. Given the fact that only one vessel was operating in this area, data on catch and/or discards composition could not be collected. 
CECAF FAO 34. There are local observers on the vessels operating in this area. The problem related to data collection from this region presumably is a common issue for many countries and some solutions should be made. Otherwise Lithuania asks for derogation do not collect biological data from this area.
5.6 MP - Recreational - Planned sampling

No statistics on the recreational fishery are available. Taking into account the growing importance of recreational cod catches, the level and structure of these catches will be investigated in 2008. Pilot study for 2006 for this fishery has been done and submitted. For data collection of recreational catches special questionnaires were designed and distributed among ship/boat owners. Data on cod landings, frequency of trips to the sea from the recreational fishery will be collected using the questionnaires strategy. Lithuanian recreational cod fishery in the Baltic region takes place in inshore area of the sea. The results of the study, performed in 2006, indicate that the level of cod catches in the recreational fishery reaches almost 32 tons per year. Lithuania will continue to collect all available data from this type of fisheries.
5.7 MP - Recreational – Derogations and non-conformities
Lithuania has no recreational fisheries for bluefin tuna and negligible recreational fisheries for salmon and therefore requests derogation for this part of the Regulation. 

5.8 EP - Recreational - Planned sampling
Not applied

6 Module F - Catches per unit effort

6.1 MP - Planned sampling
The CPUE data series which are used or are intended to be used for assessment purposes are listed in Table 6.1.
6.2 MP – Derogations and non-conformities
6.3 EP - Planned sampling

Not applied

7 Module G - Scientific evaluation surveys

All surveys, listed in the proposal are carried out by the Fisheries Research Laboratory using the research vessel R/V DARIUS. An overview of the planned performance of these surveys, as required by STECF-SGRN is given in Table 7.1.

During the surveys biological samples, eligible under Module I will be taken routinely. There is no separate budget in Module I.

7.1 MP - Planned Priority 1 surveys

Lithuania will as planned undertake 2 surveys in the Baltic Sea, Division IIId, subdivision 26 (Lithuanian EEZ) using the R/V DARIUS. Both surveys are of priority 1 and included in the minimum program as defined in Appendix XIV, EC No 1581/2004. A summary of the surveys is presented in table 7.1. A short summary of the different surveys follows below.

The main aim of the BITS surveys is to estimate cod recruitment indices and cod abundance in the Lithuanian Exclusive Economic Zone (LEEZ) ICES Subdivision IIId. The surveys will be conducted in March and November using the TV3 trawl according to the BITS manual (Anon., 2002). There will be from 6 to 8 trawling stations assigned for Lithuania (see Annex I Fig. 1). This will be done by WGBIFS a priori. Samples for measurement and age determination of cod, flounder, herring and sprat will be taken. All survey data are stored in database of Fishery research laboratory (FRL), Klaipeda and will be sent to DATRAS for international data storage. The survey will provide data to the ICES international data storage to Baltic International Fish Survey Working Group (WGBIFS) and Baltic Fisheries Assessment Working Group (WGBFAS).
The main objective of Sprat and Herring Acoustic surveys is to assess clupeid resources in the Lithuanian Exclusive Economic Zone (LEEZ) Baltic Sea ICES Subdivision IIId. The survey will be conducted twice a year, namely spring (May) (for sprat) and autumn (October) (for herring), using the midwater trawl according to the BIAS manual (ICES, 2003). Lithuania has assigned 6 trawling stations (Annex I Fig. 2). In total 6 trawl hauls will be carried out and the cruise will cover LEEZ (ICES subdivision 26). Samples of herring and sprat for otoliths, weight and maturity will be collected.
The Sprat & Herring Acoustic surveys are coordinated within the frame of the Baltic International Acoustic Surveys (BIAS). The data are stored in database of Fishery research laboratory (FRL), Klaipeda and will be sent for international data storage to Baltic International Fish Survey Working Group WGBIFS. The surveys will provide data to the ICES Working Group on Fisheries Acoustic Science & Technology (WGBFAST) and Baltic Fisheries Assessment Working Group (WGBFAS).

7.2 MP - Derogations and non-conformities
No comments
7.3 EP - Planned Priority 2 surveys

Not applied

8 Module H - Length and age sampling

8.1 MP - Landings - Planned sampling
All species and stocks foreseen to sample in Lithuania within the minimum program during 2007 are listed in table 8.1. A fixed number of individuals (see table 8.1) will be sampled randomly within market size category (if sorted) / stock, area, quarter and gear. Samples are taken mostly in the port and some when observed on board. All individuals in a sample are analyzed according to length and age. Separate length distributions of discarded and landed species will be analysed. If the retained part of the catch is landed in commercial weight categories (in case of cod), separate length frequencies are obtained by category. Otoliths per cm group of discarded and landed fish of selected species will be collected in accordance with scheme designed in manuals (see Griegel et al., 2001; ICES, 2002).
Eastern cod stock in the Baltic, ICES IIId is classified as recovery stock. Total number of 1000 for measurement and 700 for age determination are planned in NP. Sampling strategy used for this species is justified by achieved precision level 3 that conforms to requirements of DCR.
Herring stock in ICES IIId. 2000 individuals for length measurement and 1000 otolith samples are foreseen to collect in total. Sampling strategy used for this species is justified by achieved precision level 3 that conforms to requirements of DCR.
Sprat in ICES IIId. 2000 individuals for length measurement and 1000 otolith samples are foreseen to collect in total. Sampling strategy used for this species is justified by achieved precision level 3 that conforms to requirements of DCR.

Flounder in ICES IIId. NP required 500 individuals to be sampled for length measurement. Considering age sampling, Lithuania planned to take 400 individuals in total. In order to achieve required precision level 3 of DCR sampling strategy might be changed.
Pandalus spp in NAFO 3M. NP required 2000 individuals to be sampled for length measurement. Measurement will be performed for unsorted catches since pilot study 2006 did not show any significant differences in length distribution between retained and discarded part of catches.
Redfish in NAFO 3M. NP required 2300 individuals to be sampled for length measurement.

8.2 MP - Landings - Derogations and non-conformities
Pandalus spp and Redfish in NAFO 3M. Lithuania asks for derogation not to sample other biological parameters. Determination of age, sex and maturity requires skill and knowledge for this species. Neither staff of FRL nor observers on board are able to do this type of job. Moreover, according to the sampling scheme under DCR 23 otoliths of redfish should be collected in total. From the points of view of stock assessment and precision level requirements this amount does not make any sense.

NEAFC. See chapter 5.5.
8.3 EP - Landings - Planned sampling

Not applied

8.4 MP & EP - Discards - Planned sampling
The DCR requires that length distributions of discarded species must be estimated if the percentage of discards is either more than 10% of the total catches by weight or more than 20% of the catches in numbers for the stocks for which annual discard data must be collected as specified in Appendix XII and according to the rules defined in that Appendix for commercial landings. The sampling intensities are those as defined in Appendix XV for commercial landings. When discards take place for length ranges which are not represented in the landings, age-reading must take place in accordance with the rules set out in Appendix XV. The discard collection program proposed in the Lithuanian 2008 NP is included in module E. The sampling program, which will be carried out in 2008, is described in module E. In accordance with the NP, up to 28 trips on board of both demersal and pelagic trawlers and on board of gill-netters are planned. In all trips total weight will be estimated and length compositions will be obtained for all species landed and discarded. For selected species age samples were collected. 

Table 8.4 gives an overview on planned the numbers of length and age measurements during the discard sampling programs. All Lithuanian fisheries, which will be sampled for discards during 2007, are listed in tables 5.2 and 5.3.
8.5 MP & EP - Discards - Derogations and non-conformities
See chapter 5.5
9 Module I - Other biological sampling

9.1 MP - Planned sampling
The DCR requires that sampling programs should be carried out to estimate the growth curves by length and by weight, the relations between age/length and maturity must be provided for all stocks and aggregation levels mentioned in Appendix XVI, including for those stocks which are not subject to an annual estimation of the age composition of the catches. The validity of existing data used for biological parameters estimation must be checked every three to six years as defined in Appendix XVI. Member States must update these parameters if needed. For cod, flounder, herring and sprat the growth curves and maturity ogives are established separately for males and females. Member States should perform their sampling scheme for sex ratio from their commercial catches. However, in cases in which this task is impossible, samples obtained during scientific surveys may be used. The NP of the Lithuania does not include a separate proposal in Module I to carry out other biological sampling. However, the collection of these data is included in the Modules G (surveys) and H (age and length compositions landings and discards) as they are routinely collected for these Modules.

Table 9.1 gives an overview of the long-term sampling strategy with respect to 'Other biological parameters'. For each parameter (length at age as an index for growth, sex ratios, sexual maturity) and year, 'X' is entered if data collection has taken place or is planned. Annually all species are sampled for length, weight and age. Also annually all species are sampled for gender as well as for maturity.
Tables 9.2 and 9.3 give an overview of the planned sampling for length at age, sex ratios, sexual maturity and fecundity (if applicable) in the reference year of NP. The parameters: length, weight, age, sex and maturity were registered on individuals collected at ports, surveys and onboard fishing vessels depending on stock (for details see table 9.2 and 9.3). Sampling strategy on surveys and onboard fishing vessels differs from port sampling and is performed as follows: all individuals (or a sub sample) were length measured and a fixed number per length class are sampled for age, sex, maturity and weight. Number of individuals sampled for length at age listed in table 9.2 refers to all length measured individuals. Port sampling includes length measurement procedures (for cod & flounder) and pick up of samples (for herring and sprat).
9.2 MP - Derogations and non-conformities
For sampling in distant waters see chapters 5.5 and 8.2.
9.3 EP - Planned sampling
Not applied

10 Module J - Economic data by group of vessels

10.1 MP - Planned sampling

Economical data collection will be based on 3 major data sources:

· National Fishing Vessels Register  of Fisheries Department under the Ministry of Agriculture;

· Fish Resource Utilization Database (FRUD) administered by Fisheries Department under the Ministry of Agriculture;

· Questionnaire-based information.

Lithuania Institute of Agrarian Economics under the Ministry of Agriculture will prepare questionnaires, evaluate and process acquired data, define data reliability and aggregate it. 

Parameters:

- Collected economical data (number of vessels; tonnage, capacity, age; number of crew members; expenditures, including that on fuel, crew, vessel upkeep and maintenance and other; depreciation and interest; vessel value; own and foreign capital shares; fish prices by species; fishing tackle; fishing efforts per vessel segment etc. (Regulation No. 1639/2001, Annex III and XVII);

- Regulation No. 1639/2001 requires estimating vessel value as insurance value, but as Lithuanian fleet has not been insured until 2005 and there is no possibility to identify insurance value, vessels will be evaluated on the basis of replacement or book value. Vessels insurance in Lithuania is not mandatory, therefore if vessels where not insured it doesn’t mean they will be insured in future. But when vessels will be insured investment will be estimated using insured value.

- Expenditures on crew shall cover all the expenditures incurred by employer (social insurance, health insurance etc.)

Data collection levels:

Data will be collected per vessel segments. 

Pricing data will be collected annually pursuant to the requirements of EC Regulation No. 1543/2000 Annex IV.

Fleet segmentation is as follows:
· Drift nets and fixed: < 12 m;

· Demersal trawl and demersal seiner: 24 - 40;

· Drift nets and fixed: 12 - 40;

· Pelagic trawls and seiners: 24-40
· Trawlers: > 40
In 2007 only 12 vessels are fishing in deep sea waters, disagregation of the data from vessels > 40 by gear used (pelagic and demersal) would lead to data confidentiality problem. 
Data on population size see table 10.1.

Sources of collected data and responsible institutions

Economical data will be collected, using data of National Fishing Vessel Register of Fisheries Department under the Ministry of Agriculture and Fish Resource Utilization Database, as well as questionnaire-based data, acquired and summarized by Lithuania Institute of Agrarian Economics, provided by fishing companies on the basis of their financial accounting documentation. 
	Indicators
	Source
	Institution

	Revenues (total and per fish species)
	Sales warrants and invoices

(questionnaire) 
	
FD, LIAE

	Production expenditures (total and per fish species):

  including:

- on fuel

- on crew (including social insurance)

- on vessel upkeep and technical servicing

- other maintenance expenditures
	Company (boat) accounting data

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Depreciation

	Company (boat) accounting data

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Financial situation:
own and foreign capital shares
	Company (boat) accounting data

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Vessel value (including value of leased equipment):

- acquirement (book) value
	Company (boat) accounting data

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Landed fish amounts per species, t
	Fishing registers, landing declarations (FRUD)
	FD

	Prices per fish species 
(quarterly and annual averages)
	Sales warrants and invoices

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Landed fish value per species
	Sales warrants and invoices

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Employment:

Average annual FTE
	Company (vessel) accounting data

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Information on vessels within particular segment:

- number of vessels

- tonnage (BT)

- engine power (kW)

- age (in years)

- fishing gear used
	National Fishing Vessel Register, 
Fishing registry
	FD

	Fishing efforts
	National Fishing Vessel Register
	FD


First of all, fishing fleet will be segmented by categories, as required under Regulation No. 1639/2001 Annex III. Fisheries Department will supply Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economics with fishing fleet data, required for economical evaluation. Some part of information will be acquired by means of questionnaire. On behalf of Fisheries Department, questionnaires will be sent to all companies, engaged in commercial fishing. We expect to receive filled questionnaires from about 30-60% of the companies. The Institute will process, evaluate and aggregate the data pursuant to the requirements of Regulation No. 1639/2001. Fishing fleet segments and vessel attribution to them will be defined.
10.2 MP – Derogations and non-conformities

· Questionnaire data may appear to be partial; filled questionnaires may be submitted for processing after expiration of the deadline.

· There are only 5 enterprises fishing in NAFO, NEAFC, Svalbard, Morocco and Mauritania areas. Data for vessels > 40 m will be in total. Disagregation of vessels by gear would lead to data confidentiality problem.
· Lithuanian fleet is not insured and there is no possibility to identify insurance value, vessels will be evaluated on the basis of replacement or book value. But as the fleet is very small it could also be difficult to evaluate replacement value for Lithuanian vessels.
10.3 EP – Planned sampling

Not applied
11 Module K - Data concerning fish processing industry

11.1 MP - Planned sampling

Member States shall collect selective data for probationary research pursuant to the requirements of Regulation No.1639/2001: production amounts, costs, product prices, revenues, production expenditures per expenditure items, wages, fuel and power, raw stock per species, packing materials, other maintenance costs, immanent costs, financial situations, investments, number of employees and productive capacity utilisation rate (Regulation No. 1639/2001 Annex XIX).

The data on planned sampling see table 11.1

Sources of collected data and responsible institutions

Statistical forms for data collection for the fish processing industry were legalised in 1999 by the Ministry of Agriculture. Fish processing factories are presently obliged to provide data to the Fishery Department each quarter. But data collected is incomplete, main part of indicators is missing. So data will be collected from fish processing companies by means of questionnaire by Fisheries Department under the Ministry of Agriculture and summarized by LIAE. 
	Indicator
	Source
	Responsible institution

	Life weight (total and per fish species), t
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Revenues (total and per product)
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire) 
	FD, LIAE, existing form

	Production expenditures (total and per product):

  including:

- labour remuneration (including social insurance)

- engine power

- raw stock

- packing

- other maintenance expenditures
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire) + existing form
	FD, LIAE

	Depreciation

	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Financial situation:
own and foreign capital shares
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire) + existing form
	FD, LIAE

	Asset value:

- acquirement (book) value or

- replacement value or

- insurance value
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Produced production amount (total and per product), t
	Company accounting data 

existing form
	FD, LIAE

	Sales prices per product
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Produced production value (total and per product)
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Employment:

Average annual number of employees converted into full time equivalents (FTE)
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE

	Productive capacity utilisation (annual average), %
	Company accounting data 

(questionnaire)
	FD, LIAE


On behalf of Fisheries Department, questionnaires will be sent to all fish processing companies. In the most optimal case, we can expect answers form 50% of the respondents.

11.2 MP – Derogations and non-conformities

Problems:

· Low response rate.
11.3 EP - Planned sampling 

Not applied
12 Databases

12.1 Database development and data management

Lithuania applied for the support for the development of database for storing economic and biologic data in 2007. As the procedures take a lot of time, the project will pass for few years. Financial support will also be needed in 2008. The data base will be created in accordance with the provisions of new DCR.    

Most of the data collected at national level are part of international sampling programs. In these cases, national data will be or have been sent to the research institute/organization which keeps a master copy of the data of all countries involved. Those databases are DATRAS, FishFrame, BAD1, etc.
13 National and international co-ordination

13.1 National co-ordination

The NP is coordinated by the National Correspondent (NC). The main task of the NC is to monitor progress of the annual data collection and to ensure that National Programs and Technical Reports are produced timely. 
13.2 International co-ordination
Though the exact list of the of the 2008 international coordination meetings will be issued by the Commission at the end of 2007 – beginning of 2008, the participation of Lithuanian experts in the respective all levels international coordination meetings relevant to Lithuanian National Data Collection Programme in 2008 is planned (7-8 meetings per year). International co-ordination and co-operation will be achieved at different levels through: 

· Regional coordination meetings. 

· ICES Working, Study and Planning Groups on data gathering and sea surveys. 

· ICES Assessment Working Groups directly related to data gathering, biological sampling or sea surveys. 

· Participation of experts in STECF and STECF Sub-Groups on data gathering, precision levels, databases, etc. 

13.3 Follow-up of RCM recommendations and initiatives
The RCM Baltic recommends a split at 10 m of the 12 m vessel length category.

In Lithuania boats of 10-12 m length with engines use 1-3 boats of <10 m for checking the traps. So the fishing unit in this case will be 1 vessel of 10-12 m + boats <10 m. The separation of fishing and economic data is impossible for such units in coastal area.
The Baltic RCM recommends that VMS data should be made available to the scientific community and that the required resolution of these data should be less than half an hour.

Lithuania will deliberate upon this recommendation.
13.4 Follow-up of SGRN recommendations
All recommendations applied to Lithuania are extracted from the report of STEFC-SGRN (2005).

SGRN recommends that a pilot study be set up to collect effort data on the vessels < 10 m.
Lithuanian has the special logbooks for coastal fishery. The information is there. There is no need to make a pilot study.
SGRN considers that derogation is justified for salmon and bluefin tuna and recommends that the MS follows the provisions of the DCR on the need to set up a pilot study on recreational fisheries for cod in 2006.

The pilot study on cod recreational fishery 2006 done and has been submitted for evaluation. All available information on recreational fisheries on cod will be collected.

SGRN understands that Lithuania does have a discard sampling program in the Baltic and recommends that this program be extended to cover all species in Appendix XII of the DCR.

Lithuania collects information on all discarded species from Appendix XII.

SGRN insists that Lithuania sets up a discard pilot study on its distant water fisheries (except Mauritania) in 2006, covering all species listed in Appendix XII of the DCR. SGRN, however, wishes to remind the MS that annual estimates of the discards are obligatory for all species that are assessed annually, but it can accept a one year's derogation for 2005.

The pilot study on discards in NAFO area for all species listed in Appendix XII in 2006 done and has been submitted for evaluation.

14 List of acronyms and abbreviations
	BITS
	Baltic International Trawl Survey

	CPUE
	Catch per unit of effort

	DCR
	Data Collection Regulation

	FD
	Fishery Department under the Ministry of Agriculture

	FRL
	Fishery Research Laboratory

	FRUD
	Fish Resource Utilization Database

	HAS
	Hydro Acoustic Survey

	ICES
	International Council for Exploitation of the Sea

	LEEZ
	Lithuanian Exclusive Economic Zone

	LIAE
	Lithuanian Institute of Agricultural Economics

	MP
	Minimum Program

	NAFO
	North Atlantic Fisheries Organization

	NP
	National Program

	RCM
	Regional Co-ordination Meeting

	STECF
	Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries

	STECF-SGRN
	Subgroup on Research Needs and Data Collection (subgroup from

STECF)

	STECF-SGECA
	STECF sub-group on economic affairs

	WGBFAS
	Baltic Fisheries Assessment Working Group

	WGBFAST
	Working Group on Fisheries Acoustic Science & Technology

	WGBIFS
	Baltic International Fish Survey Working Group


15 Comments, suggestions and reflections
Lithuanian will also follow the recommendations of ICES, STECF and other DCR working groups in 2008.
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Annexes
Apart from the standard set of tables, two annexes are provided with additional figures.

Annex 1 Set of survey maps

Figure 1. Draft scheme of stations defined in the LEEZ for BITS 1st quarter survey 2008.
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Figure 2. The standard scheme of HAS survey on R/V “Darius” planned in LEEZ for May and October 2008
